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called Ain’t That Good News in March, it was released as a single less than two weeks after Cooke’s assassination, as the B-side of the posthumous hit “Shake”. The version of the song released for radio stations omitted the verse that most clearly referred to racism: “I go to the movie and I go to the center / Someone keep telling me, don’t stand
around.” Despite its mutated release, “A Change Is Gonna Come” was delivered as Cooke’s best and most significant song. It was added to the National Recording Registry in 2007. Unfortunately, the performance tape of Cooke Tonight Show does not survive. But if the singer was reluctant to revisit the song on stage, he was emboldened in his last
months to speak his mind in other ways. In July 1964, he returned to the Copacabana title, the New York night club, where he bombed shortly after launching his pop career several years earlier. This time, he commanded the stage, adding to the set list a version of one of the most associated songs to the civil rights movement, "This Little Light of
Mine", which Cooke interpolated with the traditional gospel "Amen". He also pledged to contribute “A Change Is Gonna Come” to an album called The Stars Salute Dr. Martin Luther King, compiled as a fundraiser for SCLC. The full album featured tracks by Belafonte, Lena Horne, Louis Armstrong, Nat King Cole, Sammy Davis, Jr., and others, but did
not include Cooke's. James Sullivan is the author of five books, with subjects ranging from comician George Carlin and performer James Brown to high school football and a cultural history of blue jeans. He is a longtime contributor to the Boston Globe and a former San Francisco Chronicle team writer, and he wrote for Rolling Stone, Atlantic and
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